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PUBLIC MECHANISMS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS
IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND COUNTRIES

The key role of public instruments in creating innovation ecosystems in the European Union, which is a catalyst for sustainable
economic growth and innovative progress, is established. The legislative and program foundations of the EU aimed at stimulating
innovation activity are analyzed, particularly the “New European Innovation Agenda” and “Horizon Europe”, as well as the activities
of the EIC and EIT. It is determined that the key instruments are implementing innovative specialization strategies (S3), developing
digital innovation hubs and activating cluster structures. The impact of public mechanisms on the innovation ecosystems of individual
EU member states, such as Sweden, Estonia, Germany, Finland and Poland, is assessed. It is noted that these countries demonstrate
the effectiveness of policies through national agencies, investment programs and targeted funding, which provides competitive
advantages.

A comparative analysis of public mechanisms for supporting innovation ecosystems in Poland, the United Kingdom and Switzerland
is conducted. It was found that the comprehensive integration of cluster policy and support for startups and research centers contributes
to strengthening the innovation potential. It was revealed that Poland is a successful example of an Eastern European country that
has successfully implemented innovative specialization strategies, created a network of clusters and actively attracts EU funding. The
state of development of public mechanisms in Ukraine was analyzed, particularly the level of institutional support, R&D funding,
implementation of cluster policy and implementation of S3. It was found that Ukraine is currently at the stage of forming a systemic
innovation policy but has made positive progress due to participation in Horizon Europe, the launch of digital hubs and strategic
initiatives of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology and the Ministry of Economy.

The prospects for cluster policy development in Ukraine in the post-war period were assessed. It was concluded that activating
public mechanisms will contribute to the sustainable development of Ukraine's innovation ecosystem and its integration into
the European innovation space.

Public mechanisms for supporting innovation ecosystems play an important role in ensuring the competitiveness of EU
countries. For Ukraine, which is in a state of war, developing such mechanisms is extremely important for integration into
European structures. Effective practices for supporting innovation in EU countries have been identified. The situation in Ukraine
has been analyzed, and proposals for the development of public mechanisms for innovation ecosystems have been developed.
European experience demonstrates the importance of a comprehensive approach to developing an innovation ecosystem. For
Ukraine, implementing cluster policy, supporting innovation structures, and adapting EU instruments to national characteristics
are strategic.
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H. A. Onecoko. Ilyoniuni mexanizmu pozsumxy innosauitinux exocucmem ¢ €gponeiicokomy Corosi ma kpainax €eponu

Bemanoeneno kniouosy pons nyoniunux incmpymenmis y meopenti inHosayitinux exocucmem 6 €sponeticokomy Corosi, wo € kamaii-
3aMOpoM CMAN020 eKOHOMIUHO20 3pOCManHs ma innosayitinoeo nocmyny. lipoananizosaro 3axonodasui ma npoepamui gynoamenmu €C,
WO CNPAMOBAHI HA CIMUMYIFOBAHHS IHHOBAYIIIHOT disnbHocmi, 30kpema “New European Innovation Agenda”’, “Horizon Europe”, Oisioricmp
EIC ma EIT. Busnayeno, wo KTo408UMl IHCMPYMEHMAMU € 8NPO8AO0N1CeHHs cmpameziii po3ymHol cneyianizayii (S3), possumok yugposux
inHosayitiHux xabie ma akmusizayis kiacmeprux cmpykmyp. Oyinero 8nius nyoOniuHUX MeXAHI3MIB Ha THHOBAYILIHI eKocuCmeMil OKpeMux
kpain-unenie €C, maxux sk Hlseyis, Ecmonis, Hivewyuna, @innanois ma Homvwa. 3aghikcosaro, wo yi Kpainu deMoHcmpyioms eqhek-
MUGHICMb NONIMUK Yepe3 HAYIOHATIbHI aeeHYyil, IHGeCMUYiliHi npo2pamu ma yinecnpamosane (QIHAHCY8aHHs, Wo 3a0e3neHye KOHKYPEHMHI
nepegazu.

IIpogedero nopigHanbHUL aHANT3 NYOTIYHUX MeXAHIZMI8 NIOMPUMKY THHOBAYIUHUX eKocucmeM. Bemanosneno, ujo komniex-
CHa THmMezpayis KIACcmepHoi NONIMuKY, niOMpPUMKU CIMApPManie ma Hayko8o-00CIIOHUX YEHMPI8 CHPUAE NOCULEHHIO THHO8AYIl-
HO020 nomeHuiaﬂy Bussneno, wo Ilonvwa € 60anum npuxiadom cXioHoE8POneLcyvKoi Kpainu, AKa yCniuHo 8nposaduna cmpamezii
po3yMHOI cneyianizayii, cmeopuna mepesxcy kiacmepis ma akmusno 3anyuac Qinancysanna €C. [poananizosarno cman poseumKy
nyoniunux mexanismie 6 Yxpaini, 30xkpema pisensv incmumyyiinoi niompumku, ginancysannus R&D, 6np06a()ofceHHﬂ macmepnoz
nonimuxu ma peanizayia S3. 3’sacoseano, wo Yxpaina napasi nepedysae na emani popmyeanns cucmemnoi inHo8ayitinoi nonimuxu,
npome Mac no3umueHi spyuwenna 3aeosaxu yyacmi ¢ Horizon Europe, 3anycky yugposux xabie i cmpameziunum iniyiamusan MOH
ma Minexonomiku.

Oyineno nepcnexmugi po3gumky KiacmepHoi nonimuxu 8 Yxkpaini y niciagocHuuii nepiod. 3po6neno 6UCHO80K, o akmusizayis
NYONIYHUX MeXaHI3MI6 CRpUsmuMe CIMAaiomy po3eumky iHHo8ayiuHoi exocucmemu Ykpainu ma ii inmezpayii 6 caponeicokuti iHHo8a-
YiuHul npocmip.

IIyoniuni mexanizmu RIOMPUMKU IHHOBAYITIHUX eKOCUCIEM BI0IZDAlONb BAXCIUBY POIb Y 3a0e3neyeHHi KOHKYPEHMOCHPOMONICHO-
cmi kpain €C. [us Ykpainu, axa nepedysae 6 ymogax Gitinu, po3gumox maxux MexaHizmie € Ha036u4atiHo 6axciusum ons inmeepayii
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6 €gponelicoki cmpykmypu. Busnaueno epexmueni npakmuxu niompumku innosayii ¢ kpainax €C. Ilposedeno ananiz cmany 6 Yxpaini
ma po3pooneno npono3uyii 3 po3GUMKY HyOIUHUX MeXaHizMi8 THHOBAYIHUX eKocucmem. €8poneucoKuti 00C6i0 0eMOHCPYE BAdiC-
JUBICb KOMILEKCHO20 Ni0X00y 00 po3eumky inHosayilinoi ekocucmemu. /s Ykpainu cmpameziunum € 6npoaoddicents KiacmepHoi
NONIMUKY, RIOMPUMKU IHHOBAYIIHUX cmpyKmyp ma adanmayis incmpymenmie €C 3 ypaxy8anHaM HAYIOHATLHUX 0COOTUBOCTIELL.

KrrouoBi croa: innosayilina exocucmema, pe2yio8anHs, Rpozpami RIOMPUMKU, NYOIIUHI MexaHismu, iHHo8ayii, cuapm-cneyi-
anizayis, KiacmepHa nonimuxa.

Introduction. In modern global competition and rapid technological progress, innovation ecosystems are becoming
a decisive factor in ensuring sustainable economic development and strengthening the competitiveness of regions
and countries. This problem is significant for states that seek to integrate into the European financial, scientific, and technical
space, particularly for Ukraine in the context of post-war reconstruction and digital transformation. The study's relevance
is determined by the need to adapt European approaches to forming public mechanisms for the development of innovation
ecosystems, which have already proven their effectiveness in the countries of the European Union.

The study's purpose is to analyze public mechanisms for supporting innovation ecosystems in European Union
countries, in particular mechanisms for regulation, financing, cluster policy, and smart specialization strategies, and to
assess the possibilities of their implementation in the Ukrainian context.

The study uses a systemic approach, structural and functional analysis, comparative analysis methods, analysis
of documentation of the EU regulatory framework, and a case method to consider national examples of the implementation
of public mechanisms in Sweden, Germany, Finland, Poland, and Estonia.

The subject of the study is public mechanisms used in the European Union to create and support innovation ecosystems.

Therefore, this study emphasizes the need to adapt successful European practices of public innovation management
to Ukrainian conditions to increase the effectiveness of national innovation policy.

Analysis of Research and Publications. Ukrainian and foreign scholars pay considerable attention to implementing
public mechanisms to develop innovation ecosystems in states.

Xiaoran Zheng and Yuzhuo Cai explore how public mechanisms and policies contribute to the transition from innovation
systems to full-fledged ecosystems in their work, focusing on transformative innovation policies and the Triple Helix model [1].

Sara Gonzalez Fernindez, Renata Kubus, Juan Mascarenhas Pérez-fiigo in their article investigate and assess
innovation ecosystems in the European Union, providing a systematic assessment and theoretical framework for
the development of innovation ecosystems in the contemporary European Union to reflect all actors and processes,
and thus provide a more comprehensive and dynamic approach to assessing systems. A reinterpreted innovation spiral
perspective is applied for actors, while a multilevel perspective is used for processes. Importantly, scholars at each
stage of innovation progress allocate a slightly different role for actors to interact with each other in various ways,
and the emergence and density of intermediary actors are considered essential aspects of ecosystem development [2].

I. Taenko in his work gives clear definitions of European public administration mechanisms, which are manifested
through phenomena and processes occurring in the European Union and the establishment of vertical and horizontal
connections between them and the importance of their proper functioning of developed coordination and communication,
which ensures the stability of development [3].

1. Ivakhnenko in his article, considers the innovation ecosystem as a key factor of sustainable economic development
and focuses on the need for state support for innovation infrastructure, a partnership between business, science
and government, and the introduction of mechanisms to stimulate innovation [4].

Research Results. Innovation ecosystems are the basis of sustainable economic growth and digital and green
transition in the European Union. The European Union has developed policies and regulations in each country.

The key document in the European Union that determines the development and support of innovation is the New
European Innovation Agenda, which has been in effect since 2022. The document's basis is to create conditions for
developing deep technologies (Deep Technologies), support and scale startups and innovative enterprises, and increase
investment in improving the work of R&D centres.

The goal is to support and develop new innovative technologies to solve social problems and bring them to the market,
modernize public services through innovative solutions, and stimulate the growth of innovative companies in Europe. The
new strategy aims to make the European Union a better place for talented experts and professionals to work for leading
innovative companies and develop innovations [5].

To implement the new European Union program, 45 billion euros of investment are planned in the development
of innovation infrastructures, including digital hubs, science parks, business incubators, and accelerators. It is important
to note that the program pays attention to cooperation at different levels and reducing the innovation gap between Western
and Eastern member states in the development of innovations [5].

Regulation of innovation activities and the functioning of innovation ecosystems is based on clearly developed
public mechanisms of influence, which include legislative regulation, which will be considered in this article.

Fundamental acts, programs and documents of the European Union:
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* The Horizon Europe program provides funding for research and innovation for more than 95.5 billion euros for
2021-2027 [6];

» EURegulation on European Innovation Councils (EIC), which finance the scaling of startups and deep tech companies [7];

* The European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) is a network that brings together business,
education and science within the framework of Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs), effectively influencing
the development of regional innovation ecosystems [8];

* Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3) are essential in developing EU innovation ecosystems. S3 approaches
are focused on regions' competitive advantages, allowing you to concentrate resources on the most promising areas
of innovative development [9]. It is worth noting that in Ukraine, this approach is also used at regional levels in strategic
planning to determine priorities and necessary measures for economic development.

Most funding programs require ESG directives, social innovation, and inclusiveness in the distribution of funds [10].

According to the 2023 European Innovation Scoreboard, 25 of 27 EU member states improved innovation indicators
due to specific public mechanisms or their integration into national programs at different levels and areas. It is worth
noting that countries with active regional ecosystem support programs, such as Sweden, Finland and the Netherlands,
took the highest positions [11].

Let's consider individual examples of implementing public mechanisms to support the development of innovations
and innovation ecosystems. It is worth focusing on Switzerland, Estonia, Germany, Finland and Poland.

According to the European Innovation Scoreboard, Sweden has traditionally been leading. For example, in 2023,
Switzerland retained the “innovation leader” status, showing an index of 136% of the EU average [11].

One of the public mechanisms that the country actively uses is integrating Horizon Europe tools and support through
the national innovation agency Vinnova. One of the programs is “Innovation milieus”, which supports the creation
of interdisciplinary clusters in the fields of bioeconomy and digital health with funding of up to 10 million per project [12].

Estonia is developing and creating networks for developing European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIH). With
the support of the European Union's EIT Digital program, the Tallinn EDIH Centre, which specializes in Al, IoT,
and cybersecurity, was established. More than 300 small and medium-sized enterprises have already received consulting
and innovation testing services at the centre [13]. According to open data, to develop innovations, Estonia annually
allocates about 2% of GDP to R&D [14].

Germany is developing innovation clusters (Spitzencluster), which are powerful interregional business, science
and government associations. The “MicroTEC Siidwest” program unites more than 100 organizations in the field
of microsystem technologies, attracting more than 80 million euros in support from the federal and European budgets.
According to the Statistisches Bundesamt, Germany spent 3.1% of GDP on research and innovation in 2024 [15].

Another example among the Nordic countries that actively support innovation at the state level is Finland. One
of the state support programs is “Business Finland”. The program aims to help startups and R&D companies in various
fields. More than 3,000 innovation projects have already been financed [16]. With the financial support of EIT Raw
Materials and EIT Health, the programs that help Finland be in the top 3 in the EU Innovation Index are being integrated [8].

Poland is an eastern member of the European Union and is actively developing a network of science and technology
parks and clusters, particularly through the “Start in Poland” program. This state innovation support program grants up to
PLN 1 million for startups. Thanks to Horizon and Structural Funds funding, over 5,000 innovative SMEs were supported
in 20202022 [17].

In addition, since 2014, Poland has been implementing Smart Specialisation Strategies in all voivodeships, which
has enabled it to attract over €10 billion in investments in regional innovation projects [18].

Table 1
Compares the public mechanisms used by the UK (ex-EU country), Switzerland (central non-EU country),
and Poland (east EU country) in the development of innovation ecosystems, taking into account funding

Country Key support instruments Funding/investment
Poland — Smart Specialization Strategy (S3) —1.5% of GDP for R&D
at the regional level —Polish Agency — University—industry R&D collaboration score 82.4
for the Development of Entrepreneurship (PARP) — State of cluster development score 81.8
— Horizon and EIC innovation funding programs — Joint venture/strategic alliance deals/bn PPP$ GDP 0.1
Switzerland — Innovation Agency Innosuisse —3.3% of GDP on R&D (one of the highest in the world)
— Swiss Innovation Park — University—industry R&D collaboration score 100.0
— Technology grants for startups — State of cluster development score 97.3
— Joint venture/strategic alliance deals/bn PPP$ GDP 0.1
United — UKRI (UK Research and Innovation) —2.9% of GDP on R&D
Kingdom — Catapult Centres — University—industry R&D collaboration score 39.1
— “Innovate UK” programme — State of cluster development score 46.1 Joint venture/
strategic alliance deals/bn PPP$ GDP 0.0

*Compiled based on Global Innovation Index [19].
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Analyzing the European Union's experience, Ukraine should take certain steps towards integrating new public
mechanisms for the development of innovations and innovation ecosystems.

According to Finland's example, Ukraine should develop and implement a national integrated strategy
for the development of innovations. This strategy should combine scientific policy, support for the creation
and development of SMEs, digitalization, international support, and improvement of mechanisms for attracting
financial resources.

An important step will also be developing a strategy to support the creation of clusters, as is done in Germany
through the Spitzencluster program at the government level. It is also worth considering regional smart specialization,
which operates in Ukraine and is actively supported in Poland. These actions will contribute to the possibility of attracting
financing and developing the region's economic potential.

From 2024 to 2025, Ukraine received financial support under the HORIZON program to strengthen digital
transformation in the EU enlargement region. The European Union will support new European Digital Innovation Hubs
(EDIHs). The new hubs will provide local businesses, start-ups and public institutions access to cutting-edge technologies,
expertise and financial opportunities, fostering innovation and economic growth with a particular focus on Al. Six projects
from Ukraine were selected as part of the call for proposals. The total budget of the call is €14.6 million, of which €4.5
million is allocated to hubs in Ukraine [20].

Poland is an Eastern partner country of the European Union, and Table 2 compares them in terms of the development
of public mechanisms for ecosystem development.

Analyzing the comparison, we can conclude that the countries have certain standard features and differences. Similar
features include governments implementing the cluster model as part of the development of innovations and separate
state institutions constantly implementing the necessary steps and strategies for innovation policy. The two countries are
focused on the European network for developing and supporting innovations and digital transformation in their programs.
At the same time, Poland has more opportunities to attract funding from EU funds, whereas Ukraine has certain limitations.
Poland has more experience implementing a single national Smart Specialisation strategy and cluster policy, and the level
of funding in the field of R&D in Poland is higher than in Ukraine. In 2024, Ukraine completed the preparation of a state
policy for supporting clusters with coordination from the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine and the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine.

Developing innovation ecosystems is a key factor in strengthening the national economy. Public mechanisms,
particularly clustering and innovative specialization policies, act as tools for coordinating, financing, and stimulating
innovation and are worth additional consideration in this article.

Table 2
Comparison of public mechanisms for ecosystem development in Ukraine and Poland
Criteria Poland Ukraine
Institutional Polish Agency for Entrepreneurship Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Education and Science,
support Development (PARP), NCBIR, regional State Agency for Science and Innovation, individual
authorities, implementation of Smart regional initiatives, Ministry of Digitalisation,Ukrainian
Specialisation Strategies Startup Found.
EU funding Receives direct funding from the EU Limited access to EU programs, participates

(is a full member), in particular from Horizon
Europe, ERDF funds

in Horizon Europe
as an associated country

R&D investment 1,5% [19] 0,3% [19]
(% of GDP)
Innovation State and regional support, including European Most initiatives are private or donor-funded
clusters programs
Incentive Tax benefits, subsidies, R&D loans, Tax benefits are limited, lack of a unified cluster strategy
mechanisms systemic cluster policy or innovation policy
Smart Successful implementation in all regions In the process of adaptation and piloting,
Specialisation within the EU supported by international projects
Strategy

Access to grants

Permanent open calls through PARP,

Limited competitions from the Ministry of Education

and competitions Horizon Europe, EIC and Science, USAID (until 2024), GIZ, Horizon Europe
IT and digital Digital Poland Programme, participation Diia.City, digitalization at the state level, support
initiatives in the EU digital transformation for startups through the Ukrainian Startup Fund”, Seeds
of Bravery and European Digital Innovation Hubs.
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Support for the development of cluster policy in Poland is an effective public mechanism for fostering innovation
and promoting economic stability.

Since the early 2000s, Poland has been actively implementing cluster policy. Clusters have become an important tool
for regional development, especially after joining the EU. They have been integrated into smart specialization strategies
and financed through national PARP programs and European Horizon Europe instruments.

» According to the European Cluster Observatory, Poland has 19 active clusters, covering over 1,200 companies
and research institutes [21].

e The effectiveness of cluster policy is reflected in the growth of cluster enterprises’ exports by 30%
in 2017-2022 [22].

Table 3
Provides a comparative analysis of clustering and smart specialization in Poland and Ukraine
Criteria Poland Ukraine
Smart S3 has been implemented since 2014. Each S3 has been implemented since 2019 through pilot projects
Specialization voivodeship has its own regional S3 strategy in the Western region (Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ternopil
Strategy (S3) within the national (Smart Growth Operational regions), with the support of the EU [24].

Programme). For the period 2021-2027,
S3 is integrated into regional
innovation programmes [23].

Development | Poland has over 130 officially recognized clusters, The Ukrainian Cluster Alliance (UCA) unites 58 cluster

of cluster of which at least 17 have the status of National Key organizations, which include over 2,000 enterprises and
policy Cluster. The state provides them with tax breaks, research institutions. This confirms the active development
R&D funding, and infrastructure support [25]. of the cluster movement in Ukraine,
even with limited state support [21].
Cluster Attracting funds from the EU (Horizon Europe, There are initiatives, GIZ, EU (HORIZON),
financing ERDF), co-financing by the state on a competitive but the scale is limited.
basis.
Institutional Polish Agency for Enterprise Development. — Ministry of Education and Science;
support — Ministry of Economy;

— Ministry of Digitalisation;
— Ukrainian Startup Found;

Integration — COSME; Ukrainian ones are limited, due to the war and the lack of
into European — Interreg; systemic support for European integration of clusters.
innovation — Horizon;
networks — EEN programs.

It is worth noting that cluster support in Ukraine today is more fragmented and proactive. To develop cluster
support in Ukraine, it is worth creating an interdepartmental group under the Cabinet of Ministers to coordinate
cluster initiatives during the war period. It will also be important to continue cooperation with international partners
(GIZ, EU4Business) and integrate cluster policy into economic recovery plans through the Post-War Recovery
Program.

Legislative regulation of cluster policy will be important in the post-war period. It is worth noting that to achieve
the results and effectiveness of such a policy; it will be important to launch a state program for co-financing clusters,
following the example of PARP in Poland, and integrate cluster policy into the Strategy for Smart Specialization of Regions
in coordination with the Ministry of Economy.

The development of cluster policy in Ukraine will effectively stabilise the economy: potential GDP growth
of 2.5-3% annually due to the development of clusters [26]. Ukraine can rise 10—15 positions in the Global
Innovation Index (currently 60th out of 133) [19]. Formation of a cluster registry and assignment of “national”
status (for example, as in Poland) for priority access to financing and infrastructure. Expanding access to European
programs.

Considering that in 2024, Ukraine's investment in R&D is 0.3% of GDP [19], which is significantly lower than
the EU average (2.3% of GDP) and that Ukraine is associated with Horizon Europe, has access to the Digital Europe
and EDIHs programs. With EU support, 6 European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIHs) have started operating in Ukraine-
based universities, with an allocation budget of €4.5 million for 2024-2025. We have prepared the stages of development
of the innovation ecosystem as a roadmap (Table 4).

By the end of 2030, we project that R&D investments will raise up 1% of GDP. We propose that the number
of active innovation clusters will rise up to 100+. By implementing targets, Ukraine will change its position in the Global
Innovation Index within 45-50 places.
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Table 4
Key milestones of the roadmap
Period Targets Actions Possible results
2024-2025 Finalization of the regulatory Working with stakeholders; Increasing transparency of funding;
framework and programs for smart Adoption of legislation Forming a network of 80+ clusters;
specialization and cluster policy and regulatory framework; Resumption of smart specialization at
Preparation of necessary regional levels and support programs.
steps at various levels of
management to implement
necessary tasks.
2025-2026 Strengthening participation in EU Expanding participation in More than 30 Ukrainian consortium in
programs Horizon Europe, EDIH, EIC Horizon Europe projects; Up to €50—70
programmes; Creating the million in funding attracted to Ukraine.
first National Key Clusters
(following the example of
Poland).
2026-2027 Increasing investment in R&D Development of a National Possible increase in R&D spending to
Innovation Development 0.7% of GDP.
Strategy (based on the
Business Finland model);
Support of the regional/
national innovation ecosystem
based at the Universities
2027-2028 | Support the development innovation Integration of regions in the Creation of regional Smart Specialization
policies of Smart Specialization and | EEN network, Interreg Europe. and Cluster network.
Cluster politics
2028-2030 | Formation of a sustainable national Launch of the state program Increasing the position in the Global
innovation ecosystem for co-financing cluster Innovation Index by 10—-15 places
projects; Scaling EDIH hubs (currently 60th position); Increasing
across Ukraine. investment in R&D up to 1% of GDP;
Attract additional funding from Horizon
Europe, EIC, Digital Europe over €300
million; Increasing share of exports of
innovative products in GDP up to 10%.

Conclusions. The study allowed for a comprehensive analysis of public methods of supporting the development
of innovation ecosystems in the countries of the European Union, to identify key instruments for regulating innovation
activity and to assess their impact on economic growth, the renewal of public administration, digital transformation
and the competitiveness of regions. It was found that public policy aimed at supporting innovation is multifaceted
and combines institutional, regulatory, financial and organizational mechanisms. The most effective were those states
where public mechanisms are integrated into sustainable development strategies, smart specialization, digitalization
and a regional approach to clustering.

The study's scientific novelty is the systematization of the European Union's approaches to forming innovation
ecosystems through the prism of public management mechanisms, taking into account multi-activism, regional
characteristics, and inter-sectoral interaction.

It was found that the most effective ways to stimulate innovation activity are state agencies for supporting
entrepreneurship and startups, funding through the Horizon Europe, EIC, and EIT programs, the creation of regional digital
innovation hubs, and the implementation of smart specialization strategies with the involvement of local stakeholders.
Cluster policy as a tool of regional development deserves special attention.

The study's results are of practical importance for Ukraine, as they outline specific ways to implement European
approaches to the development of the innovation ecosystem. Compared to Poland, which has been implementing a policy
of smart specialization and cluster support for more than ten years, Ukraine is only forming the principles of state policy
in this area.

Prospects for further scientific research lie in the development of methodological approaches to integrating innovation
and cluster policies within the framework of the national economic development strategy. Given the challenges of wartime
and the need for rapid economic growth, Ukraine's innovation ecosystem must be adaptive, open to international
cooperation, and focused on creating added value.
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