
28 ISSN 2310-9653   Публічне управління та митне адміністрування, № 1 (44), 2025

Механізми публічного управління

© P. V. Opanashchuk, 2025

UDC 323:327.39
DOI https://doi.org/10.32782/2310-9653-2025-1.5

P. V. Opanashchuk, Candidate of Historical Sciences (PhD), 
Associate Professor, Associate Professor at the Law  
and Public Administration Department Zhytomyr Ivan Franko 
State University

MECHANISMS OF UKRAINE'S INTEGRATION INTO THE PAN-EUROPEAN 
HUMANITARIAN SPACE: TOP PRIORITIES

The article delves into the critical issue of Ukraine's integration into the pan-European humanitarian space, emphasizing 
the importance of cooperation, coordination, and the removal of barriers to ensure rapid and effective assistance. It underscores 
the necessity of addressing challenges and fostering solidarity to create a unified and resilient humanitarian response. The research 
highlights strategies such as enhancing communication channels, strengthening partnerships, and optimizing humanitarian efforts 
to support stakeholders in overcoming difficulties with empathy and efficiency. A pivotal focus of the study is the transformational 
path towards solidarity and resilience, outlining practical approaches to fortify Ukraine's role within the broader European 
humanitarian framework. The article examines Ukraine's pivotal role in the humanitarian domain within the context of its integration 
into the pan-European humanitarian space. It highlights the interplay of Ukraine's historical and geopolitical background, cultural 
richness, and international collaborations in shaping its humanitarian landscape. Central to the discussion are three key components: 
governmental initiatives to promote stability and citizen well-being, international partnerships with entities like the UN and EU, 
and security sector reforms aimed at ensuring resilience against internal and external threats.

The article underscores the importance of cultural cooperation and the development of a robust cultural policy, aligned with both 
EU standards and Ukraine's national interests, to foster social cohesion and harness the creative potential of its citizens. It concludes 
that Ukraine's humanitarian space is a complex and evolving intersection of history, policy, and international engagement, requiring 
a comprehensive and strategic approach to address challenges and capitalize on opportunities. By doing so, Ukraine can strengthen 
its position as a model for effective humanitarian collaboration within the European framework. This article provides a comprehensive 
exploration of Ukraine's role in the European humanitarian space, emphasizing its dynamic interplay with historical, geopolitical, 
and cultural contexts. It highlights Ukraine's significant challenges and opportunities in aligning with the European Union and other 
international entities. The conclusions underscore the importance of optimizing humanitarian services to create a unified space, 
promoting transparency, and leveraging international support. The article offers actionable strategies to overcome challenges 
and position Ukraine as a model for effective humanitarian cooperation, ultimately contributing to regional stability and prosperity.
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П. В. Опанащук. Механізми інтеграції України в загальноєвропейський гуманітарний простір: першочергові 
пріоритети

У статті здійснено наукове дослідження щодо питання інтеграції України до загальноєвропейського гуманітарного 
простору, акцентуючи увагу на значенні співпраці, координації та усунення бар’єрів для забезпечення швидкості 
та ефективності реалізації цього процесу. Підкреслюється необхідність розв’язання існуючих викликів і сприяння солідарності 
для створення єдиної та стійкої співпраці в гуманітарні сфері. Дослідження зосереджує увагу на таких стратегіях, як 
покращення каналів комунікації, зміцнення партнерств та оптимізація гуманітарних зусиль для підтримки зацікавлених 
сторін у подоланні існуючих труднощів.

Ключовим аспектом дослідження є трансформаційний шлях до солідарності та стійкості, який визначає практичні 
підходи для зміцнення ролі України у ширшій європейській гуманітарній структурі. У статті розглядається вирішальна роль 
України в гуманітарній сфері в контексті її інтеграції до загальноєвропейського гуманітарного простору. Акцент робиться 
на взаємозв'язку історичного та геополітичного минулого України, її культурного багатства та міжнародної співпраці, які 
формують її гуманітарний ландшафт. Основна увага приділяється трьом ключовим аспектам: урядовим ініціативам для 
забезпечення стабільності та добробуту громадян, міжнародним партнерствам із такими організаціями, як ООН та ЄС, 
а також реформам у секторі безпеки, спрямованим на посилення стійкості до внутрішніх і зовнішніх загроз. У статті 
також наголошується на важливості культурної співпраці та розробки культурної політики, яка відповідала б стандартам 
ЄС та національним інтересам України. Тобто, співпраця в галузі кульутри розглядається як спосіб сприяння соціальній 
згуртованості та розкриття творчого потенціалу громадян. У висновках зазначається, що гуманітарний простір України 
є складним і динамічним перетином історії, політики та міжнародної взаємодії, що вимагає комплексного та стратегічного 
підходу для вирішення викликів і використання існуючих можливостей.

Ключові слова: європейський гуманітарний простір, культурна політика, міжнародна співпраця, реформа сектору 
безпеки, євроатлантична інтеграція, сталий розвиток, транснаціональні гуманітарні відносини, управління, гуманітарні 
виклики, культурна спадщина, регіональна стабільність.
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Formulation of the problem. The research of Ukraine's integration into the pan-European humanitarian space implies 
an understanding of this process, where cooperation and coordination prevail and barriers to rapid and effective assistance 
are overcome. But to achieve this process, it is necessary to dive into the intricacies of bridging gaps and strengthening 
solidarity in the humanitarian sector, overcoming challenges and paving the way for a united front in times of trouble. 
Therefore, it is necessary to consider key strategies and practical ideas to optimise humanitarian efforts across Europe, 
which will help stakeholders to overcome difficulties with confidence and compassion. From improving communication 
channels to strengthening partnerships, each step plays a key role in shaping a brighter future for those in need. An 
important aspect of the research is to define a transformational path, revealing the essence of solidarity and resilience in 
the humanitarian space of Ukraine.

Analysis of recent research and publications.  For many years, the School of European Integration Studies 
at the DRIPA under the President of Ukraine has been actively functioning (L. Prokopenko, N. Rudik, O. Rudik and others). 
Significant developments in the field of European integration are made by I. Hrytsiak, R. Petrov, V. Streltsov, O. Trush, 
N. Dragomyretska, and I. Lopushynskyi. Various aspects of the problems of humanitarian development were also raised 
in the works of L. Sergienko, S. Hrobatiuk, S. Ovcharenko, P. Petrovsky, V. Skurativsky, B. Troshchynsky, S. Chukut, 
V. Dzoz, S. Zdioruk, I. Chernychko, O. Stepanko, A. Meliakov and other researchers.

The article aims to analyze the key components and mechanisms shaping Ukraine's integration into the European 
humanitarian space. It explores the interplay of cultural, geopolitical, and strategic factors that influence Ukraine's 
humanitarian policies and partnerships, highlighting challenges and opportunities. By examining Ukraine's role in 
fostering international cooperation, security sector reform, and sustainable development, the article seeks to propose 
actionable strategies for strengthening the nation’s position within the European framework and enhancing the effectiveness 
of humanitarian efforts.

Presenting main material. Within the complex landscape of international relations, Ukraine holds a crucial position 
in the realm of humanitarian affairs. The nation's humanitarian space is intricately linked to various global entities 
and processes, shaping its future trajectory and interactions with the European Union and other international partners. 
Ukraine's humanitarian space has been significantly influenced by its historical background and geopolitical positioning. 
The nation's journey towards independence and sovereignty has been marked by challenges and opportunities that have 
shaped its current humanitarian landscape. 

Ukraine is interesting for Europe because of the richness of its own culture, both traditional and modern. It is 
impossible to talk about Ukraine's integration into the European humanitarian space, which is part of the European 
integration processes in general, without taking into account the importance of cultural cooperation and cultural exchanges. 
In view of this, the goal of the Ukrainian state is to develop an adequate cultural policy both at the level of general 
understanding of its tasks and strategies, and at the level of specific programmes and means of their implementation. 
At the same time (in the context of the general problem of Ukraine's involvement in the European humanitarian space), 
it is important to take into account both the peculiarities of the EU cultural policy and Ukrainian interests, which consist 
in creating conditions for unleashing the creative potential of each individual, forming a single national cultural space 
as a basis for social consolidation, effectively using the creative potential of Ukrainian artists for the benefit of society, 
and preserving the national historical and cultural heritage. The report [1, p. 6-7].

Therefore, it is important to focus on the key components of Ukraine's humanitarian space at the beginning of our 
research. We can identify the following three key components:

1. Governmental Initiatives: The Ukrainian government plays a pivotal role in coordinating humanitarian efforts 
within the country. Through strategic policies and partnerships, it aims to enhance the well-being of its citizens and foster 
stability in the region.

2. International Collaborations: Ukraine's engagement with international organizations such as the United Nations, 
European Commission, and NATO allies is instrumental in shaping its humanitarian space. These partnerships facilitate 
the implementation of joint initiatives and projects aimed at addressing diverse humanitarian challenges.

3. Security Sector Reforms: Ensuring the security of Ukraine is paramount in safeguarding its humanitarian space. 
Efforts towards security sector reform not only enhance internal stability but also contribute to the nation's resilience in 
the face of external threats.

Based on the above, it is important to note that navigating Ukraine's humanitarian space involves addressing 
a myriad of challenges while capitalizing on emerging opportunities. From security concerns to economic stability 
and from food security to governance issues, a comprehensive approach is essential to foster a holistic humanitarian 
environment. By strengthening the foundations of its humanitarian space, Ukraine can position itself as a model 
for effective international cooperation and humanitarian engagement. Through strategic planning, collaborative 
partnerships, and adherence to humanitarian principles, Ukraine is poised to realize its full potential within the European 
integration framework. In this context the main key takeaway could identify that Ukraine's humanitarian space is 
a dynamic intersection of history, policy, and international collaboration, with the potential to shape the nation's future 
trajectory within the European context.
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In their study of certain aspects of pan-European humanitarian integration, A. Humeniuk and K. Denysenko also 
note that since Ukraine gained state independence, it has faced the grand task of clearly defining its foreign policy 
strategy. Today, this definition has acquired a specific content of declaring the European choice, i.e., the awareness 
of European integration as a factor of promoting state independence, political stability, and intellectual progress. Thus, by 
proclaiming a certain orientation of its foreign policy, the state thereby clearly defines the trends in the development of its 
domestic policy. Therefore, the solution to the problem of Ukraine's geopolitical and humanitarian orientation requires 
the development of a Ukrainian centric and worldview model that not only does not contradict the Eurocentric vision 
of the world, but also generally coincides with it, while maintaining its national peculiarity [2, p.81]

In order to achieve this goal, we also need to define mechanisms for sustainable humanitarian cooperation. 
Mechanisms for sustainable humanitarian cooperation involve partnerships with organizations like the International 
Monetary Fund and the European Union. In the realm of humanitarian cooperation between Ukraine and the EU, 
implementing sustainable mechanisms is crucial for fostering long-term stability and resilience in the region. Here are 
some key strategies that can help unify Ukraine's humanitarian space within the context of European integration. First 
and foremost, it is the development of partnerships. Establishing strong partnerships with international organizations 
such as the United Nations, NATO, and the European Commission is imperative for ensuring a coordinated approach 
to humanitarian efforts. Collaboration with these entities can facilitate access to resources and expertise needed to 
address complex humanitarian challenges. In the following aspects, Ukraine should use integrated approaches. Adopting 
integrated approaches that encompass a wide range of sectors including security, food security, and reconstruction is 
essential to comprehensively address the multifaceted needs of Ukraine's population. By integrating various humanitarian 
initiatives, a more holistic and effective response can be achieved. Equally important is the use of good governance 
practices. Promoting good governance practices within the humanitarian sector is fundamental for ensuring transparency, 
accountability, and efficiency in resource allocation. Upholding principles of good governance can enhance the effectiveness 
of humanitarian interventions and contribute to building trust among stakeholders.

We are also focusing the following strategic areas into one block: Cross-sectoral coordination, Evidence-based 
decision-making, Strengthening local capacity, Adaptability and innovation. Let's take a closer look at their importance. 
Facilitating multi-sectoral coordination among governmental agencies, international partners, and civil society 
organizations can streamline humanitarian efforts and enhance their impact. By fostering collaboration across different 
sectors, synergies can be maximized to address complex humanitarian challenges more effectively. Prioritizing evidence-
based decision-making in the planning and implementation of humanitarian interventions is essential for ensuring that 
resources are allocated efficiently and interventions are tailored to the specific needs of the affected populations. Rigorous 
data analysis and assessment processes can inform strategic decision-making and enhance the impact of humanitarian 
actions. Investing in building the capacities of local organizations and communities is key to fostering sustainable 
humanitarian outcomes in Ukraine. Empowering local actors to take ownership of humanitarian initiatives can enhance 
their resilience and ensure that interventions are contextually appropriate and sustainable in the long run. Promoting 
adaptability and innovation in humanitarian practices can help address emerging challenges and changing needs in 
Ukraine's humanitarian space. Embracing new technologies, innovative approaches, and adaptive strategies can enhance 
the efficiency and effectiveness of humanitarian responses in the face of evolving crises.

It is worth highlighting the materials of the national report ‘Civilisational Choice of Ukraine: Paradigm of Reflection 
and Action Strategy’ (2016), prepared by scientists of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. According to these 
scientists, the goal of Ukraine's civilisational development is the worthy self-realisation of a person. It is noted that ‘The 
civilisational choice of the country is a civilisational path that requires a series of elections - both in the sense of periodic 
election of the authorities in a democratic society and in the sense of making a choice of choice by representatives 
of the elected authorities and political opposition, as well as ensuring daily choice by every conscious citizen... 
Civilisational choice is a constant process of choosing, correcting and implementing one's own, not externally imposed, 
development strategies’ [3, p. 280].

In addition, when studying the mechanisms of Ukraine's integration into the pan-European humanitarian space, it is 
important to pay attention to and address the issues of enhancing transnational humanitarian relations. Effective transnational 
humanitarian relations play a crucial role in fostering collaboration and solidarity across borders. By strengthening 
connections and cooperation between nations, the potential for impactful humanitarian assistance and support increases 
significantly. Let's delve into some essential strategies to enhance transnational humanitarian relations. Establishing 
strategic partnerships with international organizations such as the United Nations, NATO, and the European Commission 
can amplify the reach and impact of humanitarian efforts. Collaborating with these entities allows for a more coordinated 
and comprehensive approach to addressing humanitarian challenges. Advocating for multilateral cooperation among 
European countries and international partners fosters a unified response to humanitarian crises. By working together, 
countries can leverage resources, expertise, and networks to address complex challenges more effectively. Coordinating 
military cooperation within the framework of NATO and other security alliances enhances the capacity to respond 
swiftly to humanitarian emergencies. Military forces can provide crucial support in delivering aid, ensuring security, 
and conducting disaster relief operations. Prioritizing good governance practices within humanitarian operations promotes 
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transparency, accountability, and efficiency. By upholding principles of good governance, trust is built with stakeholders, 
and resources are utilized effectively to meet the needs of affected populations. Investing in sustainable development 
initiatives that focus on long-term solutions to humanitarian challenges is essential. Supporting projects that enhance 
food security, basic services, and infrastructure contributes to building resilience and stability in communities. Engaging 
with international partners and donors to secure financial and technical support is vital for sustaining humanitarian 
efforts. By mobilizing resources on a global scale, the impact of aid programs can be maximized, leading to positive 
outcomes for vulnerable populations. Upholding the territorial integrity of countries and respecting international borders 
are fundamental principles in transnational humanitarian relations. Respecting sovereignty and territorial rights fosters 
peaceful coexistence and ensures the protection of human rights. In this manner, strengthening transnational humanitarian 
relations through strategic partnerships, multilateral cooperation, and good governance practices is essential for fostering 
collective action and addressing complex humanitarian challenges effectively.

Measures proposed to be implemented under the Council of Europe Action Plan for Ukraine for 2023-2026 
‘Resilience, Recovery and Rehabilitation’ (approved by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 14 
December 2022) to promote cultural heritage as a basis for further recovery and development of culture and creative 
industries in Ukraine:

• to contribute, in cooperation with relevant partners, to the development of a capacity-building programme to ensure 
the preservation of movable, immovable and intangible cultural heritage threatened by the war,

• support the organisation and implementation of the initiatives of the ‘Year of Culture of Ukraine in Europe’, 
including with the participation of displaced persons from Ukraine, in the spirit of both the European Cultural Convention 
and the Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for Society,

• promote the integration of heritage into reconstruction and development processes in order to meet the needs 
of the population after the war and provide Ukraine with the necessary assistance, using all opportunities provided by 
the Council of Europe conventions and the legal, regulatory and technical frameworks in the field of culture, creativity 
and cultural heritage,

• provide expert support in budgeting and creating models of financial support for cultural institutions in Ukraine 
based on European standards and practices,

• to strengthen the capacity of Ukrainian cultural institutions and individual artists who continue their activities 
in Ukraine,

• contribute to the development of the capacity of Ukrainian cultural managers (by providing professional training 
programmes for cultural managers).

•  provide expert assessments and assistance in accounting for and assessing damage to cultural institutions,
•  facilitate the implementation of joint creative projects between Ukrainian and European artists and cultural 

institutions [4, p. 16–17].
By unifying the above, it is advisable to recognise the main mechanism of Ukraine's integration into the pan-

European humanitarian space. We believe that in the context of the current geopolitical and geo-economic challenges, 
this should strengthen Ukraine's position in Europe. In today's world, Euro-Atlantic integration plays a crucial role in 
shaping Ukraine's future. By aligning with European countries and NATO allies, Ukraine not only enhances its security 
but also opens up avenues for economic development and international cooperation. The decision of the NATO-Ukraine 
Commission further solidifies Ukraine's position as a key player in regional security. Collaborating with NATO forces 
and European countries strengthens Ukraine's armed forces and security sector reform. Engaging in joint military 
exercises and sharing best practices fosters good governance and security of Ukraine. Establishing strategic partnerships 
with key allies like the United States and the United Kingdom enhances Ukraine's position on the international stage. 
Ensuring Ukraine's territorial integrity is paramount for stability in the region. The support of development initiatives, 
especially in the southern parts of the country, is vital for maintaining peace and security. Multisectoral humanitarian 
assistance is essential to address the needs of the host country and refugees. The European Commission and international 
financial institutions like the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund play a significant role in supporting 
the reconstruction of Ukraine. By working closely with NATO allies and the European Union, Ukraine can tackle 
challenges such as the budget deficit and food security on a case-by-case basis. Strengthening military cooperation under 
the umbrella of Euro-Atlantic integration aids in enhancing security and stability in the region. Strengthening Ukraine's 
position in Europe involves aligning with NATO allies, enhancing military cooperation, securing territorial integrity, 
and fostering Euro-Atlantic cooperation for reconstruction to ensure long-term stability and prosperity.

Conclusions. In the context of Ukraine's integration into the European Union and the need for effective humanitarian 
assistance mechanisms, optimizing humanitarian services is crucial to ensure the smooth functioning of the single 
humanitarian space of Ukraine. Here are some essential steps to enhance the efficiency and impact of humanitarian 
services in the region. To maximize the effectiveness of humanitarian services, coordination among different stakeholders 
is paramount. By fostering collaboration between governmental agencies, international organizations, and local NGOs, 
the delivery of aid can be streamlined and targeted to those in need (armed force, united nation). The next one Investing 
in infrastructure development is vital to support the delivery of basic services such as healthcare, education, and clean 
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water to the affected population. This not only improves living conditions but also lays the foundation for long-term 
stability and development (basic service). In addition, encouraging collaboration across various sectors, including 
security, education, and healthcare, can lead to a more holistic approach to humanitarian assistance. By integrating efforts 
and resources, the impact of interventions can be magnified, ensuring a comprehensive response to the multifaceted 
challenges faced by Ukraine (multisectoral humanitarian assistance). Utilizing the support of international partners such 
as the EU, NATO, and the United Nations is essential in addressing the humanitarian needs of Ukraine. By leveraging 
resources, expertise, and funding from global entities, the country can enhance its capacity to respond effectively to 
crises and promote sustainable development (international support). Transparency and accountability in the management 
of humanitarian services are crucial to build trust and ensure the effective utilization of resources. By instituting clear 
guidelines, monitoring mechanisms, and evaluation processes, the integrity of humanitarian operations can be upheld, 
fostering confidence among stakeholders (good governance). Empowering local communities to actively participate in 
the design and implementation of humanitarian initiatives can increase the relevance and sustainability of interventions. 
By involving community members in decision-making processes and recognizing their unique challenges and needs, 
humanitarian services can be tailored to the specific context of each location, enhancing their impact (support of development). 

In conclusion, unifying Ukraine's humanitarian space with Europe is a crucial step towards fostering cooperation 
and progress. By implementing the seven essential steps outlined in this blog, Ukraine can enhance its partnership with 
the EU in humanitarian policies. Strengthening the mechanisms for creating a cohesive humanitarian space will not only 
streamline operations but also lead to a more effective integration process. As Ukraine moves towards closer ties with 
Europe, it is imperative to prioritize the development and optimization of these mechanisms. By staying attuned to the latest 
trends and best practices in the field, Ukraine can position itself as a leader in humanitarian cooperation. Embracing 
a unified approach will not only benefit Ukraine but also contribute to broader regional stability and prosperity. We also 
identified some challenges facing humanitarian efforts in Ukraine. Some of the challenges facing humanitarian efforts 
in Ukraine include: Limited funding and resources for humanitarian aid organizations; Political instability and conflict 
in the region; Lack of coordination and cooperation between different aid organizations; Difficulties in accessing certain 
areas due to safety concerns; Language barriers and cultural differences between aid workers and local communities. 

Some suggestions for improving humanitarian cooperation in Ukraine include: Developing stronger partnerships 
between the Ukrainian government and international organizations. Implementing clear and effective mechanisms 
for coordinating humanitarian efforts. Increasing funding for humanitarian initiatives and ensuring transparency in its 
distribution. Addressing structural issues, such as corruption and bureaucracy, that hinder the efficiency of humanitarian 
aid. Improving communication and coordination between different sectors and stakeholders involved in humanitarian work.
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